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Extension of Wakeshma Township Master Plan to extend existing
Master Plan 1990-2010 to 2010-2030

Preamble
The 1991-2010 Land Use Plan gives township background and history. Much work was
done to determine the physical description of the township and the attitude and will of the
citizens. The agricultural nature of the township has not changed nor has commercial
development had any interest in the township, This plan continues to be the will of the
people with few changes other than to correct some zoning irregularities.

Based on the existing use plan, 1990-2010, and Ordinance 22 (1991), the Wakeshma
Planning Commission recognizes the existing plan as a valid foundation on which to
extend our present plan to the year 2030 with few anticipated changes.

The village of Fulton boundaries were adopted by vote of the Wakeshma Township

On March 9, 2009, the Wakeshma Planning Commission held a public hearing written
and verbal comment for all interested residents and none expressed a desire to change the
goals established in the original plan.

Township electrical service is supplied on an as needed basis by Consumers Energy.
Here it was noted by other members that American Electric Power and Midwest Electric
also supply electricity to some areas of Wakeshma Township. Township roads are
owned and maintained by Kalamazoo County Road Commission.

Zoning in the Village of Fulton is being considered by the Planning Commission to
accommodate businesses that may choose to locate there.

The Wakeshma Township Planning Commission has determined the record of the past 20
years combined with the study of the existing township and the physical character of the
township show there will be no more changes in the next 20 years than there has been in
the past 20 years. Population growth has been minimal. Our plan and our goals will be
to serve the needs of the township residents and remain an agricultural township with no
anticipated major changes.

The Wakeshma Township Land Use Plan will be reviewed and updated every three years
to assure that the needs of all township residents are considered and planned for.

NOTES:

1. Maintaining open space and agriculture go hand in hand.
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2.
3.

7.

8.

Fulton Game Area provides 660 acres of recteational space open o all who desire it,

Land division has averaged 10 splits per year since 1990, mostly splits of inherited
property.

New residential construction averaged 2 or 3 per year. Loss of residential has kept
pace with additions.

. Trailers are aging and will continue to depreciate more than standard construction,

Revenue sharing by the state has been reduced. This means maintenance of township
property and roads will be reduced.

There will be less money for ordinance enforcement and legal expense.
Some roads may be returned to gravel by the Kalamazoo County Road Commission.

9. Wakeshma Township will be well served o encourage and maintain it’s agricultural

base.
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History

{Informaticn was furnishad by Pauline Miller)

Wakeshma was flrst settled by Jaccoh Gavdrery in 1843, He
mettled one mile north of prasent day Fulton. Orviginzlly,
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Supervisor: lLazhington Hoble

Tremsursr allaen Seooit -

Justice of Feace: Jacoh Cavdadnsy
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Corners Lo Wakeshme Centery, & settlament in Lhe oentey of ¢
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At oone time Lneve weve =ik full schocl diztricts and five
partial school distvicts serving the Township’'s residents.
1349 most of tha schocl disticts consolidated Into the #K-12

School Districts that serve the Townzhip today.
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Tryands

The 1980 ceansus fcooulation of Walszhme was 1,270 &
IEoprvaelimineyy el &t 3,38%, Ho fiaures wervs Yound
Crevious centuses Tor Wakeshams Tounship alone
Cemz_ by avnd Diztyibution

Tre Townzhiz'zm grvimery posulation canter = oths
unincoypoyvatad villarze of Fulton., The apoilximats
SF Fulron iz IRD. The pooulstion density of the ra
township 1 21 pevy zquare mile.

Projections

The population of the Towunshio = exoecitied Lo be =
the next 20 veavse . This iz based on the last Lwo
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Wittt no vallroad, major ztate hlghway, no municipal sewer or

WETay , major industyial or commercial entevprises would not

be bernt sstanllished in the community. In Fulton a
restaurant, gaviy store, barbhey shop and a post offTics ssrve

tTha community. & cas station closed for lack of busirgss 2-2
YEETE &G fevers. othey old vacant business bulldings exist
ook Fulton communiiy.

Dbl Finavos
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or Lacluding styactures on 1t. fSeverzl] cateapories ars uséed In
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the Divigion of Land Rezourcs Frograms of T e Michigan

Fesidentialr Single Family, two-Tamily, multiple-Tamily
houses, and mobile homss on orivaets lots or in licensed
marT ks,

ialt Land used for commevycial purposes,
Poand wholesale stoves, service sstablis
g angd professional offices.

inel
wnants, Tamily

Industrial: Land where sctivitlies concerned with the desiagn,
zgsembly, fTabrication, distribution, Tac yailﬁg, mining,
stovags and packaging of goods and matevials ave located.

Public/Ousgsi~Public: Sites and structures cwned by local,
state, or Tederal gov ernments or by educsitionsl or semi-
privaete institutions, inpcluding schools, shurches, parvhks,
wpeif couvrses and the like,
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The following procesures were wubtilized in conducting the lan
use study.
Datae Collection

g veview of the property ssssssment records cards and Tigld

{

vevification was done during the summer and Fall of 1590,
Data Mapping
The field data was compared 2o an exizsting Wakeshma Land iUse

Map conmpliled by the Kalamarzoo County Plarnning Staff in 1380.
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Upelaten werve mave Lo the g Dased on the colidcled Ths

mlannling comuiasnior veavriflied the opldeted me:

B lCuitudyae LERD Uze

Trrsn o rendd o vge malesr up Lhe largsot porbtlion dn o the Townibloo

PLLIC0 sovac sve Ain tLhe clmssificstiorn. Cyopland, pafiu e,

and Farm sites zre included 1 tatal acveane Flauve. Tu

sveyy SEchLon grcept 4 L 1=z the lavgesst uze Taoh osectiorn

7 land is broken down 1o Lhe 5:peﬁd*x‘w

fGesidentlial Land Use

mesidentlal land use s & small sorition of the Township’'s

total land use at 1,430 zorves. Howevey, 1t veprements the

shyuchturess ot ASSoclsted wWith Tarmz avy marutaciurssd fomes
IR - -

P TR AT o S B S mnr g e w e T .. % -
TE O LRENILY YEEYT old ov oldar. TG A0y TeTHAL LMLy, YVeRaly o

+

raplamemant will be requived of thess structurses over ths

{

mewit ten vesvs., The highesst corncentration of manufazobuved
Fomess 2o in the novthwest 174 of the Townshie. The highest
concentration of vesidences is in section 16 at 44 upits.
Section 26 has on& residential tract.

Commercial Larnd Use

Commercial land use is centeved in Fulton. Uses found are =

v
oy
iy
oo
3
13

barbey shop, restsurant, geneval storvre, and a post

ld store bulldings sl=so exist. Eall

o

pueral vacant

mn

tch bullding in town. An autchbody shop

[

Company mainialing & SW

ig locsted in Zection 10, small engine repairv in fection 18,
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ection 1% has a radio broadcast tower, and saction 30 has a

1]

-ty

fusl stovage facility. Recently, the Fulton Elementary
School property was pought by a developer to convert into
apaviment uniks. A& total of 27 acres is involved in
commarcial use.

industrial Lang Usse

.

Ore industrial located in the Township in the South -

pes
(i

ite

%

sgst cornery of Section 21. It 13z & power substation for

Consumars Powsr Company.

SublicrQuasi Public Land Use

& total of %4 acres 1z devoted Lo bthls wuse.  Tha largss:
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There are two small streams thet flow south in tha Lownship,
Because of the unknown size of the streams no acreags
gebtimate ig avallable. Mo lakss =2yist In thas Township.
Woodlands/Forestlands

Woodlands constitute 2,086 acres of Lhe area. These lands ares

use For lumber, Tirewcod, hunting., rescrsation. Bsctlion &

i

wilth 27% acr=3 contains the most fovestland and zection 22
With 1% gores thae least,

Wetlands

wetlands cocur LATOouwzhout the Townshizs, Scororimataly 2,010
SACTYET are n thiz cstagory. Ther ares mostls

Thé Lwo streams, Libttls Portaoe Orasek ang 8850 Orean. These

snhancers, and Ffishing acbivity.
Cpenland

This category 12 for all lancds that do onper it ointo phe other

o
3
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Chapter 3: Land Use Goals, Objectivas and FPolicies

Meads and Bases

The mail survey of the Wekeshma Township property ownars was
conducted In the late summer of 1%%0. a4 total of 4850 surveys

2d bo

[

ware mal

s

vETY property owner. 153 surveys were

.3
1k
wl

returned or Z7. . It appears bo bae a Lyplcal oroass S=200ion

lifestyvle basad on agriculture., naturel rescuyoes zuch &3
Forests, sbhraams and marshes, with low density housing and
minioum complamenting commevaoial and industrial developmant .

The resldents are concernad wibth fhels snvironmsnt witn

survey responses of the following:

Tooio of Susstbions % of Despondenbs Coinlons
Geound Watey Qualliby FH% Throrngly ag9res —3IVaEs
Trvivonmental Impact Thocy
Beforse Majov Land Uss Changs TEY Styongly agves —agres
ijze Reoyoling IF gvallabhls 5% zald Yes
tand fills 50% Disagres

Re LowWnshis. Gnls
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the respondents weve single family homesowners. Residential
landuse 1Is 1,430 acras 1n the township. Tha ownevs want the
rural character and the lou density housing Lo continus.
Thase vesiderntlal property ownars wlill control the futurs
land usse by shear numbers. While all the respondents favored
farming, no veal opinion was Tound on the contral of
livestock confinemernt oparations. From the Septembey open
town meeting it was ths consensus of thoss in abtteandancs that

1f a farmey wanted to esxpand his livestock ccervation 1t was

racant zale by the Vichksbury CLommunlbty Schosl Eoara of th

Fulton Elamentayvy School not widely acceptasd by the
compunity . This was raflected wihen the sonool distrlico hald a
vote for more meney to bulld additions fto the ramaining
z=chool distvict's bulldings 1n late Sapbembar, The nesrzob
Vickshurs Sohool iw onlne miles from Fuolton.

The suvwvey and bown mestling showsd ovsrall Shab Lhe wizshezs of
the proparhy owrnavs that bLhe Land Uss Blarn should conoesnbtvalbe
o Yarmland sreservation es flret 2riovity . Ths zscond .z

il

control of pollution arnd waste ., Further commercial,

®

ant should

-1,

R
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azidential, indusztrial and racrestiona oo
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Surwvey Responsss and Public Meetring Inpui

?

e

These goals were established:

1. To retain the rvural charvszsctey of the townshio.,

W

&. Limit the arTects of ilncompatible land uses

fad

b, Dirscting growth to remaln a rural residentizl-

@agriculiturs communiiLy

2. Enhance and protect the rural quality of lifae by
sncouTaging pollution control, and orotscting ground
water auality.

Z. Maks trhe land use zlan Tlexible to bs asasily
conformaed Lo the changins pseds of the community.

4, To enoourage recroiing Lo lassen Lhe nsad for
landfills

.80y land use would not Do s datyiment Lo the heallth,

e et oy b b a -
EQWRbELP s razidants .



Ob jectives and Boliclies

Cr
oy
0
]

The following are courses of action and aimsg of this lan

plan:
Agriculture Land Uses

biective:

o]

Promobse bhe praservation oF Tarmland

Folicies

F—

Frobtect sxiating Tarmland from lo=z to chher froas
of land uses.

on lands smost conducive Tar agricul-
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reservatlon act) envrollad lands to srtay Tarmland.

H 3 - - -4 1w b m mm wa s o~y [ - P—— -
Limis residential develoowmant bo low density mousliag on
- ;
unsuicabls Tarmland and snvironmentally sournd sibse,
Colicias

i Eroouriage naw residential dezveslooment on sitss thas
ars "ol pyvime farmizarnd but having sactabls zoils fo
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L2

. Promcte the removal of dilapidated unsound bulldings
ze ths vacant land could be shared with adicining

small lets to egtablizsh safey well and septic systenms

t

ming scund and economically usseful

[

on the ra

=3

&

{

TopeyYLises .,

Fowd

dated bul

o

4, Fatablizsh a minimum safe and dilap ding

8
§
o
-
9]
or

Malntalin the exizting operatling commerclal sntersriss

ommunity ‘s nssds,

&
i
<
Y
[
or
b
(3

-y,

L.oas local community ngeds change allow For commarcial
b :

Indusiylial Land Use

Ob jactive: Allow only Industriss that are nacesssary and sate

£

(T

he Township.

5
i 0
"
-
4]
pes
B
4]

%

e b ¥ - o3t o e s
L. E=fadilzn Zuldelilrnegs angd ragul

- Lo T o . e ] - - - e
. &iiow docabtion of Indusitrial uzss only on smollics
T T [ VU
eSO Twr R s TLICO O UERE
- N - = et - . e e - e = - P
- [ T T I R Tangd wuse onles 2T Vi EELE LS
. e -y PR e
o rhe Townzhico BRI S ts N



Wateyr Resadreces Uss

b jective:

D

L,

T

o

U

i3
s

L
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1Y

O

Protest and improve thes wate

Township .

[

4

%7

1. Work with the Kalamazoo County Dep

Zervices bto improve existing well

2. Ensourage farmers, homeowners, and
chemical aoplicators to dse proper
acplication and dizposal procsdure

. Encourvaqe Tarmers and homeownsrys ot

soils before applving any fartiliz
acply reccemmendsd vates

4. Ezstablish standard for land develo
smd praofect the guallty of survacs
from polnt and non-—polint pollution

Space Land Uss:

Lives: Prabact open 2osce wmoodlancs

ey degalopmant

1, Pronotas lrcentivas Tor wiill
mych Land 2T GFEn EPACE

oL o Erncourazs gooe forassbsyv ane vanags
o7 farm woodlatz .

. Zuppeort land wses which will contr
snhance the overall improvement of

artment of Human

and septic syvstams.

cemmarotial farm
harndling.
G omoil taest theiv
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LS ZET
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Physical Rescurces Use
b jective: Protect and preserve the phrsical envivemmant of
the Townshio,
Policlies:
1. Work with County road commission to uss conservation
-~

construction practices to preserve znd protact road

side habitat ayrsas from destruction.

2. Encourage commevelsal and privete utilities and
piceline companiss o trim and malntaln thelr rlght
of ways in an esthetlic mannar.

. Encourage aelectricel poger lipe companisz thab whean
mower Linss ave upgraded, thnat fhe uwpovzde will Lass
10=Z0 paErrs, 2o bhers le ounnaceusary Jdisfurbancs Lo

Erpslvonment 13 avdlded.



Chapter 4: 2010 iLand Use Plan
Inbroduction
Basead on the land use survey concluded in Cotobsr, 19%0, 3z

puklic town mesting held In Sentember, 1990 and the goals,

objectives and polices as presentad in Cheoter I of thi

L

documens, the plan projscts the future land use of Wakeshms

Townzhio. It should be flaxibls anough toe mest the changing

{

nzads of “he Township communltby . Houssvary

-

ed on tha needs and long tarm Denatfits of the Tounshin

o
0
o
43
7

and noet the wants of an individuzl or small agrocus., Futurs
land growth nesds ware based on the realistic zeroe growth of
the Townshlp over Lhe mext tuenby vears . This olan should

Serwe a3 Lhe basls for Jecision making imsoluving Tuturs land

LEs roning and devalomment . The Township’s Slanning
Temmizzion and Zoard srhouvld use zound Judgsement In order to
prEuY s R communloy e growith and develoomenn oiw L7

, . .. ) : ) .

gocordance wibth the nesds oFf btz rexidents znd the overall
R e . ey I [ . - o gm d b

welfare of the community . The land Jze survsy ard Los sosn

towWn mesting clsarly ohowsd Chat Che residents wantad

i

Wakashma Township Lo vemaln an agricultural-Rural Communiiy .

On whe faclng sage, the 2010 Land Use Plan znd Plan Mas shows

the proba

heraafar .

e s o S P .1 . \ e e . s i} . . s ot
development east ard west along W Avenus and south along 42nd

b
]

-

- PNt & i g [ o v w - ey e 3 1 I S | P : H _

ztrest from Fulton. Small commsvrocial Save LoTmEnl wWwlill Oni s Of
. | o 1 P A e, & e H U ey P TN L, e fm = vy mn gy A e p e
in the Fualion ar=sa. T: will ovl., come gboul oy Lhe SConsm.d



ootential and fhe support for such develooment, The araa
arcund Fulton will show the only significant change by 2010,
Ofhhar arsas avound the township will ke scatterved houzes

bullt mostly Dy children of existing farmland cwnars who want

fo—

re remain in ths ares. althousgsh the land use plan projects

ro signifilicant populatlion Lncresse, family size will be

-4

smaller and the overall age of the vesidents will be older.
Maw bouzing unlts will nesd Lo be bullt to supsly thiszs demand
and to replace wornoul housing units,.  only agricultural,

woodland and ocan space will bs impacted by this sxoansicn of

i

o the exizting uses will De minimal

i

residential uses ., Losse

10

ang are orojzoted oelow:
Changes In Land Uss: Me:ds
JRCIESS S0

Ugse Category SCTET Parcani SOTEE Payvocent
Agriculburs 15,3120 5,50 15,108 g5 .54
Woodlands 2,085 13.,5% ERRSAIY. 1Z2.24
TJoen Spacsae Land z oG O
&1l other lamdd uses will vemaln the samse over ths periaod,
ABoriculturs Land

ce Woerld Lar IX metropoelitan areaz zuch az Fattis

an [T T - e e b T e o m m - - e b ot

Svesh hMaves groun Ln gecugvaphic arsza and convarbsaa wood

R Sy - > oo Foa e - - - o= f — - H = o
armiand Lo rezidantial, commercizl and industrial wiEss

ng oy 1 N o \ e et s e e -
AR LT SLTUSLLITE Sdvds OCLuy vy L MRl Llial s D&Y LR L&V LTS
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g b R T [ e oo T T P in R N es B L L.

L= =P =X S Freace = 5 S 24 BLALE
Favrimlan i i it - e EE I S = W e RN~ XTI TR g LAl 4, e e WO

hay Toal.re that 1T too much farmland
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Losa

Is lost amervica might it oabillity to

sad

tsalf

cut other nations who cannot grow enough food to feed their

populations. The Aamarican farmer has bezen able to m=eb this
sroblem by increasing production on whabh farmland remalns.
Mowsver, good farmland is & limited reszource and should be
protectaed ftrom future loss to other uses.

The largest zsingle land use 1p Wakeshima Townshio ia
aoviculture. Much of it iz orime farmland. ZSome of the
marginal Tarmland is ussed for pasture ang other Farm uses.
Many of the Township’®™s farmers place bhelr land inno the
Zhate Farmland Eregsrvation ACh. (88 naz} Township officlals
pust continue Lo Dromobts a polizy of orotectlvg Tarmiandg IF
rlhe community iz bto vetaln Lie vural characiasy ., The LowWnEnip
suvvery and cpen Lown mesting supportad bhis poligy to savs
farmland., Seventy two gercent of ths surveyr raspondents
"strvongly Favored” ov "favorzd' such a orogram. The 2010 Lanc

dze Plan projects a 28 acve lo=s of zoricu
regidential use Fubturs residentlal
sncodraged on marginal Tarmland
Fasidential Land

Sexylos of the survay Indiceta ouer 233% of
cwWners vesponding sither "strongly favor”
“eslgnabting land for zinzle family homes
be shown From the soudy a3 £ Lhe responde
manutactured homes, 2itner singls: or Joubl
includss Ip oermibtbisd veoidentlel usss. Th
s rsd D Rne cuandzo. T =linglz: Tamills

[

LHOEE DSTOPET Ly
oy "taver”
Mo rzal trand can
RLE wanh i

g wlde, Lo oe
o can orobable s
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homeowners concerned with the percelved econemic groblem of
manufacturaed homes detracting from Lhe market valus of their
property . And on the cther hand manufactursed home ownsrs ars
concernsd In keepling the only dwslling they might be able o
afford. This guandary must be dealt with by thz township

officials in g falr and underscanding mannar Tor all

L']

residential land uzz ownar
Low Density Residential

B8y definition low density residential msans that such
development should ococuy a2t a gensity of noe grester than ore

dw car 1 1/70 acres. Thus by bthis low dansity othear

oo
ot
[
o
o

{‘é}

1;"’?

o fleld pollution of ground watsyr ang

":.".3

L

CONCET NS such a

preservation of farmland can be addrasssed,

Careful vevisw of nors Intenze resldantlal uzes pust bs dons
orfn & vdais by csEw Dasis., The County Mealth Daeparimerc, road
Commiasion, Tire depariment, and mavoe 2van Lhe Sohoxl srsts
should by copsulbted For the Toiglibilizy of 30y projzct

Whilz zdding ho She mrogarbt, Daw Sase, in ocevbaln cazmer, Son
vEss cost more than Lhesy conivibuts to Lhe tar bass,  Also,
o cantral sawer and or wabar sysben axists in the Tounshlp.

1
{.
=¥
%

Tharefore., Waksshma Townshiso Is not a wvevy good arv
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respondents overwhelmingly did not want any further

N

-

commaercial development. It is highly unlikely such

developmaent Will occur unless 1t becomes 2con
Industrial Land

1

m
o
4

xizsting land use is an

complensntary use and nseded Lo provide adequates elsciy

power Lo oall the township’™s properiy CWRers.,

complementary Jses should be allowsd If nasds

omica

SO

[}

Tly viable.

ctrical powar substatlon.

I

|4

i3

Loa

o to supply

nesded servicen Lo Lhe Lownshlp rasidents.  County

cegional indusirisl wusse should be located wh

a—r

> By

- U VO o o ;
sources such as state hig

CErer w
A by - o e
the clasay

of the Towrshis's residents o kesp the community

hha Z01C mlan, therefore, includes

TRis category includes land ussd by churashas,

i
s

educatiosn, 1«

=34 amres are itnoluded In thiz classificzcion
zipale uzs baing Zhe Fulien Soats Gane: ares W
The m&nrity of thve TownEhis resldents from oo
Lootowant mors warblsz. Tre anly ore owuis Lo o this

sal iy wantsd was & rroscling ool naeze Fult
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Featlon and governmani Suvposes.,

no add

s

i

T {1

{n

it
[T

(R4

1

poe

a



day a month use. Cemstary @xpansion might be required in

the next 20 vears.

Transportation

Thaere is no anticiscated need to add acreage to these uses at
this tims.

Woodland, Wetland, Vacant and Watsr

Thae anticipated incressed yesidential demand by 2010 will
practicelly be mel from woudland and open land as showo 1In

the table In the agriculture dizcussion of thiz chaprer. No

ez are likely to wetland and wabsr.
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