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I: 

t~ll 

soils afe l>JE::l suit-sd fs.,~ a9: ~culture. 

:'h,~ tO~'Jnshi~. It 5180 conto~ns 2: fe'w COfUffl2';"cied enter:;) ises 

which SSl-ve t~,e townships r&sidents. The rest of the 

tc~ iD is a mixt~re of single fbmily nlar;ufact~r~d and site 

bu!lt homes of va~ying age and condition on small residential 

tracts arid fSTms. 

Histo~y 

(Information has furnished by Pauline Miller) 

Wakeshms was first set~led by Jacob Gardner i~ 1843. He 

settled one mils ~oTth of prese~~ day Fulton. Originally, 

he C831S 'from Leoni 5. The ar6a arouf!d Gar nSf '8 far~l 

eventually became 8 settlemen~ called Gardner's COTners. Some 
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ha.rn2SS 5nd shGe: shop. 

On March ~~, 1646 the first 

S~P6rvisOT' Washington ~oble 

ir6aSwr2Y 

Just ice 

vJ5.S GE:: C i to ~'enofTI2, It wa:5. 

t~e nau;a of ~h~ N6W Ycrk County wher6 t~~~ L Ju::::tics 0:: 

ti'l-B co:n:i16fcls: E;,ild ~;oci61 G6nte: of ~Jc.; 11111:::' • 

26708. A ~an~ waz form2d i~ 1905 6nd cl 

sir;esse's such 5S Fost Office, NeW$p~p21-. 31acksmi~h. 

General Sto~e and a Hotel were established 

life of Fult0na 

At one ~ime Lnare ~ere six fu:l school districts and five 

paT~ial school dis~ricts serving the Townsl,ip's residents. In 

1949 mos~ of the 1 disticts consoli ted into the K-12 

School Districts that serve the Township today. 
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- slBet~ LG8mS erld t~alama=oo -OSht~fil0 SBndv L0Bms. 

is not pr€:senL.¥ 

T Ka16ma=o~ - Oshtemo Sandy Loam soils 5r6 located in areBS 

glacial outwash and rr!oranic deposits. Characteristic2 of 

CJltivateo crops ~ave problems with droughtiness and erosion. 

Ex For very Tolling sites it ~s fo'1" sa tar f 

facilities, recreation and woodland development. Oshtemo 

soils have the possibility of gravel ts. 

There are several large wetland arEas~ One is i~ the Fulton 

State Gan,e Area oW-led by the t1ich:gan rtment of Natural 

Resources. It is ~82 acres in size a~ld is located alof19 ~h& 

Bear Creek in the southeast part of the township, Another 



ii·,.!. i ': 

7ha existing f~r2sts C0flsist of ~ixed second gro~th stands 

Major sP0ciss of timt)e;- fou~d are Maple, 08~, Beech 

Cherry walnut anJ Pop~ar. 

higrl water table soils. The sscofld gl'~wth timbe;- Ofi ~ S8 

Oak is t~le most rr:arketable 

l.Jood . 7WG creeks, 8e&1" 

a Little ?~~ta~B, flow through ttl€ township 92nBrall)" north 

C~I)er township crdinances are enfoTcea by the 

township enforcemen~ official. Fire protectiofl is provid~d b1 

the We Township Fire Department. The departmen~ is ffia~e 

of apPl"oximately 20 volunteer pel'SO~S and is by Bn 

appoin~ed fire chief. It is housed in Fulton in the Township 

Hall - Fire Station Buil 

fire and rescue equip~ent and operate under Kala~azoo 

County's 911 emergency telephone system. Volunteers respond 

via a pager system. 
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is i;--I :. 

C~imax Scctts ~s on 

thE: 

12 

'fire statior,_ All. 

~0c8,1 t l~ ., 

, "" 

Primary roads are as follo~s: 

42'-iC Street 36th Str6et(t~ol'th of WAve) 

38th StrEEt(50uth WAve) YZ Avsnue(Setween 38th & ) 

47th St~eet, X Ave~ue & 46th Sty South L.J Ave) 

The reet of the townshios roa are gravel or upgraded to 

bitumi~ous surface on a cos~ shar2 bases I: the '!:own~;hip 

and tl18 road commission. 

Tl<ansporta'Clon 

Public transportation is available for township handicbpper 

arid senio~ citizens by the, Care-A Van$ a coun~y SPonS01" 
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about 25 miles fro~ F~lt~n_ 

Out of the 120 a nswe r 2;: tv the su r'':E >/ rss~ondents G~ 22~ 

tur 

2.~out 

~ublic utilities ar:d services 

Low housirlg starts 

Population Age 

The survey showed a cross section of resicents by age. 

Orle-half of the survey l'esponde~ts we1'e 40-65 yeal'S age, 

1/3 were 18-39 Y6ars of age and 1/6 were 65 years or 01 

This follows a rough patter~ of the 1980 census breakdown for 

both Climax & Wakeshma Townships. Beca~se the ce~sus trBct 
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... nc 1 u 

'lOw square milo-. 

T~,e population of the Tow~ship ~s axp~cted to stable for 

the next 2C yea~'~_ Th~s is ~ased af, the l6s~ t~JO census which 

showed & flet loss of 6 p~ople from 1980 to 1990. 

littl~ 

T6~1oteness f~0~i m0jor metropolltan arE22 anj t, 

in"fl!.Jences StiCr. cs a land 7'121 ~ ma 

cOG~aminatiorl or e~t~'emely higher fuel ccsts will cause t~le 

population to probably decrease in the next ZO years. A 

s'labla population pattsTn will be u 

EmploY~6nt and Occupations 

Fiftesrl percer,t of the survey resporldents made more than ~O% 

of their househoid in~ome from farming. This is typical Of 

such an area as Wakeshma arid if projecLed towr:ship wide to be 

realistic. ("ther j ~kills in the (:ommunity are t1ealth 
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Irrdustry a~d 8u~i~ess 

Wit~ ~IO r3~lro3d, major state ~,ighway, flO municipal sewer or 

be best es~at)ljsh6d in the comnl~nity. In Ful~c.n a 

a post 0ffiG6 serve 

ccmmunity. ~ ;as s:6tior: closed , lack 

fBlling farrn land valLes. The followl ng 

table shows tax l"BLe arid s~ate equalized value (SEV) for the 

Tax r2i~l2 includes levies for 'v'icr,,,,ucn 9 ::,chools~ 

Kalbmazoo County, Kalamazoo Valley Community College. 

KalaffiBzoo Valley Inter ia~e School DistTic~ and the 

TO'.'Jnship. Stats Equalized Valuations, Tax Ra~e5 and Total 

Tax Levies are on the next pag€~ 
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195:' 
1 ~53 
)S84 

1 'jSE. 
1/;'2;-' 

14 :.2'~::) ~>:)L; 
1 6 ~ /' 71 } St:S, 

lc~;13,L~6 

17 .f:,C:;: 1;":::::: 
.t·~,.:'~7,196 

It".,272,;'S~ 

42,01"<C' 

42.0180 /;}0,712.30 
712",129.44 
7£,1,908,.01 

for inflation ~e~ause C7 a 1978 State Constituticnal 

Th6ie 4 A - • aTe \..,1;;:: Slte built homes and 23 manufactured homes 

t [,~i:.hin tJje towflshio. The 1990 asseSS~8nt roll showad 

are vacant. T~a :is~ing reflscts t~& ~xisting use or pr ble 

uss of" t 

Go~struction ordirlance Lntil recsntly, th2 cnly fi~ure 

avail le is fl'cm the County Planning department of n~w hOffie 

construction as follows: 

Year Units Year Units 
1960 6 1965 1 
1981 3 1986 1 
1962 7 1967 5 
1983 3 1988 4 
1984 1 1989 L 



,,0;;-

Lhzt ple~-::nt 

C!assifications Used 

dir6cL use of the land and 

rtm~rlt (f N~~ural FeS0urces to d~2CTib2 :arious 0S22. 

11C\;:2. : 

~;ricul~ul-ai: ;,21 land ~2vot~j to cr0~S. :'Tc~2rd2 
f1-u~tS. ol-rI6~~~'~al l1C'1·~ic~ltljr~j co-;iirled fsadin9 
0~6ratiGns> p6~-n12~ent 0estu1-2, 6nd ot!1~r la~js cse 
agr~c~lturs purposes 

Residential: Single Fa~ily, two-fanlily, multiple-family 
~ouse$t and mODile homes orl private Jots or i~ licensed 
~,e,l ks ~ 

Commercial: Land used fOT commercial purposes. including 
retail and wholesale stores, service establishments, ily 
business and PTofess!onal offices. 

Industrial: land where activities concerned with the design. 
sly, fabrication) distrib~~ion. recYcling, mining, 
storage arid pac};agirlg of goods and materials are located. 

Public/Quasi-Public: Sites and structures o~rled ~y local, 
state, or fadel-al governments or by 6duc2tio~aJ or 5eoli­
priva~e institLt!ons. jrlcl~din; schools, (hJfChes, par~s. 
golf cou¥ses and t~e li!~e. 



ForeS~ 

Wetlands! Larld char&c~el'ized by th~ presence of water at a 
f7",s~uE'r<c/ C;;-;c:' dU"(at~0n svff:cient :c' S~JPp0rt a,ld that -Jr.ccr 
"'i<)~'fii~l circwITIstanc0S dc.,.c£, ·sup;:.,,)\,:: l.Js·:~artd 'S<;5'tE;ticr, <>r 
aquatic lif~ ~~~ i~. '~mffi0r,ly 1ef6r~ej L·) as a 
c, r IT;a r s b , 

:Jata Col}ection 

BC1"2B<;S calc~latec ty sac·tief, 

be: 

23.040 ~cres tata! 

The following ~rO~eQUTeS were utilized in cCTlducting th6 Jand 

uSc~ study. 

Data Collec,:ion 

A review of Lhe ~roperty assessment records cards and fi&ld 

veri'Ficatio~ was done du,"irlg the 8Umm&:- and f 1 of 1'790. 

Data Mapping 

The field data was compared ':0 an exi ng Wa Land Use 

Map compiled by the Kalamazoo County planning Staff in 1980_ 
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ntial lend use is a small P0rtion of the TOWT1Ship's 

use at. 1 #. - •• - .... ,,-

0.'..,.-, 'V0 • HOI,IJ8\,/6i ~ it 

;::-op:..; 1 ati on its residEnts. Thar~ aT 83 

structure bnd 210 sit& built 

'" sin t northwest 1/4 of the Townsl1ip. The highest 

corlC6fitration of l-esiderlces is in section 16 at 44 units. 

Section 26 has one residential tract. 

CUffimel"cial Land Use 

";,,,," 
" ,";:: 

Commercial la~d UO~ is centered in Fulto~. Uses nd are a 

bar affic€:. 

Several vacant d store buildings also exist. 2el1 ~el ne 

Company fi"iaint.aird3 a switch building in town. An Elutc,b'CJd'Y shop 

is loea ir! Section 10) sfilall engine repair in £.ecticn 



Section 15 has a r ~o broadcast tower, and section 30 has a 

el storage facility. Recer.tly, t F~lton Elementary 

School property was bought by a loper to convert into 

apartment units. A total of 27 ac~es is involved in 

comIT;8-;-cial use. 

Industrial Land Use 

Ond indust-;-ial si~e is located in the Township in the South 

east correr of Sec~ion 21. It 13 a power substation for 

Consumers Power Company. 

lic/Quasi Public Lard Use 

tract is t~e Fulton St~~~ G3m~ Area of 6.S0 across. Th& 

On the 0f the t:)v; p th~ right of ~ay 1 E;P 1 i tin 

fe~t to each 

acres. Tha pi~elina is owned and oper~~ed ty Lakahead 

Pipeline of ior, wiscoGs:n. It runs underground ~n ~ 

or, 



The~e are two small streams that flow south in the township. 

Because of tha unknown of the streams no acreage 

astimata is available. No lakas exist in t Township. 

Wo lands/Forestlands 

Woedla constitute 3~C86 acras cf the ar2d. Thes2 12 

~se for lumber! firewood, hunting. recraat~orl. 

3.Ci·=S contains t 22 

with 15 ac~es t~~a least. 

la are important wildlifa braed:~; grou~ds, ~atBr ~w2liti 

Opadand 

:his ~ategory :e ror a~~ la ~ot fit in~o tha ot~er 

u3es. 
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Chapter 3: Land Use Goals. Objectives and Policies 

~Ieeds a nd Bases 

The mail survey of the Wakeshma Township property owners was 

conducted in the la~e summer of 1990. A total of 450 surveys 

were ff:a:l to 2~ery property owner. 123 surveys were 

re:"\,irned or It appears to be a typical cross sec:ion 

of tl~,c towilship. 

~rcm t"he survey tha 3t~on9~st (eSpOn28 was to keep t~2 rur31 

TcwnSMip by OVel" 9C% of the r~S~OnG3n~s. 

Ii tyle on agl-iculture. natural ~-escurces such &3 

The residenta are ccncaT 

survey ras~onses of ~he fol10~in~: 

Topic of OLlestions 

Gr0~nd Water Quality 
nvl~.)rlnla~tdl Impact ZtJ 
fora M2.jOi- :_and !)52 C nge 

:j26 Ra~ycli~g if 3v6ila~1~ 
Land rills 

nsity housing and 

it 6n·',./ i ronms n t th 

?3% Stl"ongly ag~60 -3~rae 
95:";; ,said Y,as 

A~riculture L3 claa;~y the dominat6 use of thd town31~ip. Only 

l~' 1_ 
,-,) , • _ w 1. ~ ~_ .. [>-

lE 

",1"" • '" 
'- j j<~ '-

", ,.. 



the respondents were single family homaOWnS1"S. Residential 

landuse is 1,430 acras in the township_ The owners want the 

rural characte~ and the low density housing to continue. 

Thesa residential property own~rs w~ll control the future 

land use by shear numbers. While all the respondents favored 

farming, no real o~inion ~,as found on the control of 

livestock con·fi~ement operations. From the September open 

t~wn maeti~g it was the c~nsensus of those in attend~n~e that 

if a fSlrr.V:3r warl to expand his l~vestock c~erati~n it was 

Tha survey 3hcw~d tha towns~i;'3 "dsidants W fa 

Fulton Elementary School not widely acc€pt8d by the 

community. This was raflectad n t 

vote for mors money to build additions retllaininG 

ildings in la~a Sap 



Survey Responses and Public Meeting Input 

Thase goals ~Ie~e established: 

1. To retain the ru,"a! charactel of t township. 

a a Litni t the iects of incompatible land uses 

b. Diracting growth to remain a rural res~denti31-

agriculture communi 

2. Enhance a protect the ~ural Quality of Ii by 

enccuragin~ pol!uticn control, and protecting ground 

'0 ~ia ie·a t. land US2 olan flexible to be easily 

conforfllcd to t ~hangin~ needs of the community 

4. To en~ourage re(;/c~ing to lassen tna need for 

5. Any land US2 wou~d not a d2tr.iment 

::c 



Ob tives and Policies 

Tha fo!lowing ara ~oursas of action and aim~ of this l2~d use 

plan" 

~gricultu~e Land Usa 

Objective: 

Pl"Omote the praservatio~ of farmland 

Policies 

1. Prot~ct ~Xi3ti~J f~rmland from 

~. Promote farm use on la~ds most conducive for 2~ricul-

~. Encourage the continuing Public Act :16 (Farnland 

Preservation Act) e~lrolled lands ~0 stay faroland. 

L i;ni t 1"83i to lew density hDJsi~~ C~ 

fa:-mland and ~nvirol1ment~11y 3CU~~ sit~:s. 

Pol L:ies, 

-, ,--"'" - "".~ 
~I ~\..,,;::::q;)...:... 

hi 



3. Promote the removal of dilapidated unsound buildings 

SO the vacant land could be shared with adjoining 

small lots to establIsh safer well and septic systems 

on :he remainin~ sou and economically useful 

properties. 

4. Establi a minImum safe and dilapidated bu:lding 

COffinlarcial Land Use 

Object:>Je: 

Maintain the existing operating cOffimerclal enterprises which 

serve Lhe commLnity's needs. 

l~cal c0mmwnity needs change alIa.: 

uses that :neet those neecs. 

Industrial LdGd ~se 

Objective: Al10w only indust;ias th3~ are nscBSSBry and saf0 



Water Reso~rces USB 

Objective: Protect and improve the water reSQUrC83 of the 

Township. 

Policies: 

1. Work with the Kalamazoo county Department of Hu~an 

Services to improve existing weI! and septic systems. 

homeotJnars, Tdiffi 

cheffiical applicators to use proper harld:~ng. 

application and disposa: procej~res. 

~. Encourage farmers and homeo~n2r3 to soil tast their 

soils bef0T2 a~pl~ing ~y fartilizer, and then only 

apply rBcommendea rates. 

4 Es lish etandaTd for la~d J2~~lopm2nt th2~ maintain 

snd protect ~he ~~ali~y of surfacd and ground watsT 

from point and ~on-poi~t ~cllutiQn SOJrcas. 

su~~ land ~s O~ ~ spac 

EncouraGe 

Support land uses which will contribute to 2~d 



Physical Reso~rces Use 

Objective: Protect and preserve tha physical environment of 

the Township. 

Policies: 

1. Work with County road commission to ~se conserva~ion 

construction practices to preserve and protec~ road -

side habitat areas from destruction. 

2. E~co0rag2 cammal"cial and private u~ilities and 

pi~eline companies to trim and maintain the:r ri;ht 

of ~a~3 in an esthetic ma~ne,·. 

? Encouraga elecc~ica~ ~00~r lin6 ~ompaniez that wh~n 

... i,... ~ ~ ... ! __ 
'_I lC ,_ '_1 I:;;:. 

anvircnment i~ avoided. 

'- --t 



Chapter 4: 2010 Land Use Plan 

Introduction 

Based on the land use survey concluded in October, 1990. a 

public town meeting held in tember, 1990 and the geals. 

objectives and polices as presented in C t.8'i 3 of t.h:s 

aocument, the plan pro~jects the futu~e land use of ~Jakeshma 

Township. It should 08 flexible enough to meet the changing 

ndeds o'f ~he Township community. HOWaV81", t~e chariges should 

be based on th:;: and long tarm ~2ndfi~3 of ~h~ Tcwnship 

a not the wants of an i~d~~'i~ual or small ~ro~p. FlltUT3 

land growth needs ware en tha realistic 22ro growth of 

~he Township o'~er the n~xt ~~;enty years. This p~arl should 

s~r\/2 as the basis for ~ecision making in'_'clvin~ 

t0~n (leating cl~arly showed that the rasid~nts want~d 

Wakeshma Township to r&main aTI Agricultural-~ural Co~mUllit/. 

~~';elopment edS~ d~d w~st ~ton~ W A'ienue an~ sou~h alor~ 42nd 

street from Fult0~. Sm.)ll con:m2fclal develoPffi6ot w~ll 0G!; 

I~ ~iLll or; 1 y 



potential and the support fOT such lopment. The area 

arou~d Ful~o~ ~ill show ~he only significant change 2010. 

Other areas arou~d the township will be scattel"ed 

~uilt mos~ly by children of ~xi2:ing Tarmland owners who wa~t 

to remain in t area. Although the land use plan projects 

no significant populati~n Increase. fan!iiy size will be 

smaller and the overall age OT the yasldents will be older. 

Ne~ housing units will nBad to be built to supply this de~a~d 

and to replace W0r~out housing units. Only agricultural. 

Id and open space will be impacted by ~his 8xP3nsicn of 

ieSl nt:'al use. Lossas to the exi tiGs uses wil~ be mi~imal 

Ch nges In L3~d US2 ~d~C~ 

Ps r <:"3 r; t 

1-5,100 CS . .54 

3~Oo6 l3.39 3,050 

0.02 o 

All other 12~d us~s will remain Sb~~ over the period. 

Agriculture Lanj 

nee IrJoil::J II 

,-';r}1f;: (' i 

., k ~ '" " ,=- __ <:1 '_C 



is lost America might lose it ability to feed itself and p 

out other nations who cannot grow eno~9h food to feed ir 

pOPLlations. The American farmer has been abla to meet this 

problem by increasing prod~ction on what farmland remains. 

However, good mland 1S a limited fdsource and should be 

protected om future loss to othel· uses. 

The lar~est single land use in Wakeshma T0wns~ip is 

~"icul ture. Much of it 1S crim2 farmland. SOffit:: tr,e 

Glargina~ farmland is l!sed for pastura a~d ether fa:~ ~ses_ 

Ma~y 07 th6 Township's farmers place their land Ln~o tlla 

t~e co~~unity is to fataln ic~ rural ~har3ct~r. The town2~ip 

SUT 1J8Y and open town me8ti~g supported this policy to save 

farmla~ld . Seventy two parcant of th6 survey raspo~dents 

"5tr:)n~lY f.3\/Or O~ "'Favored" such a prcaram. Tha 2010 Land 

Use Plan P,{) ts a 35 acr2 loss of egricu!tuT8 land to 

resi~en~ia! use. Fut~r8 ~s3idential jevalopment should be 

desi~n2ting land for 2i~01a family h0mas. No rsal trend ca~ 

tudy as to the !-esponde~ts want:~g 

.: T 



homeowners concerned with the pe~ceived economic problem of 

manufactured hOQes detracti~g f~om the mal"ket value of their 

property. And on the other hand manufactured 110me owners are 

cancel"ned in ing the only dwelling they mi be able to 

afford. This quandary must be dealt with by the township 

officiala in a fair and understanding manner for all 

residential land use owners. 

Low Density Residential 

By dafinition low density ~esiddntial means that such 

development should occur at a nsily of no g~eate~ ~han O~e 

dwelling par 1 1/2 acr83. T by this lew density 0ther 

concerns as septic field pollution of g:-cuna wate~ and 

preservation of farmland can ba addressed. 

C~h2r Residential 

~sas cost mor~ tha~ they cG~tribute t~ th6 tdX bas·~. Also, 

t;0 central sewer and or water SySt6~1 axists in tl12 T0~lnshi~_ 

shrna TOl>Jnshio is not- a. vel'y d(2d for 

n~ ~l developmanl. 

T 

;:;-ur;=-<: :.'''-



respondents overwhelmingly did no~ want any further 

commercia! de~elopment_ It i· highly unlikely such 

development will occur unless it becomes economically v lao 

Industrial Land 

Existing la~d use ~s an electrical po~er substation. It is a 

complementary use and needed to provide adeqcate electrical 

PQwer to all the ~own3hip's property ow~eTS. Such 

complementary uses s~ould be al~owed if tc' supp 1 y 

~eeded safvic2s to the tcwnship residants county Of 

1 conservation 3Gd hi~h 

because of tha lack of central watar and sewer s>'stam large 

industrial uses are flC: suit 

such as Idnd~il13 dnd gravel pits so d~dinst th~ claar Int2n~ 

's -;-esidant:s to ~he community's Tura: 

cMaractar. Tha 2010 ~lan, therafcre, includes n~ tienal 

r incustrial Lise 

Public/Quasi Public 

T~is catesory inci land u's.ed churches, cameteri~s, 

i' ., 



day a ~onth usa. Cemetary expans n might be Teq~iT in 

Transportation 

There is no an ci~atBd need to add acreage to uses at 

this time~ 

Woodland, Wetla~d. Vacant and Water 

The anticipated increased residential demand by 2010 will 

p~astIcdlll be ma~ fron; woodland and o~en l~nd as sho~~;~ in 

the table in t agricultura (~i2C~S3ion o-~ thi3 ci,ap_sr. 

cha~g63 are likely to wetland and water. 

Tha pU7?OSe of th!2 pla~ is to ~61p ~uide cfficia15 d 

~itizans o"f WdkeshmB Township in thei~ 

should be reviewad d11d updat 

~o 7 yea;s. following this document a plan ordarl~ 


